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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

 

Khazanah Names Umar Sharif and Fauzan Fuad as 2026 Associate Artist 

Residency Recipients 

 Seventh edition of Khazanah Associate Artist Residency (KAAR) continues investment in 

Malaysian creative talent  

 
Kuala Lumpur, 11 August 2026 – Khazanah Nasional Berhad ("Khazanah") continues its 

long-term commitment to national talent development through the Khazanah Associate Artist 

Residency (KAAR) programme aimed at strengthening emerging and mid-career Malaysian 

artists with the opportunity to deepen their practice, gain new perspectives and build 

meaningful connections through international exposure and cross-cultural exchange. 

 

Selected from 51 applicants by an independent panel of judges, the selected recipients will 

begin their 12-week residency at Acme Studios in London this September.  

 

The KAAR 2026 recipients are: 

 

• Umar Sharif - a Kuala Lumpur-based conceptual artist, archivist and curator whose 

practice explores memory, identity and the semiotics of everyday objects. Working 

across drawing, assemblage and installation, he is also actively involved in the 

Malaysian art scene through archiving, curating and project management.  

• Fauzan Fuad - a visual and multimedia artist whose practice draws inspiration from 

the textures, rhythms and visual language of urban life. Working across painting, 

photography, installation and video performance, his work explores identity, memory 

and human experience through abstraction. 

 

Since its introduction in 2017, and now in its seventh edition, KAAR has supported 14 

Malaysian artists across diverse disciplines by providing international exposure, professional 

development opportunities and connections to the wider arts community. During the residency, 

the artists will participate in mentorship sessions, workshops and peer collaborations while 

engaging with one of the world's leading contemporary art communities. Their residency also 

coincides with Frieze Week, an annual art exhibition held in London, offering valuable 

exposure to one of the world's leading contemporary art events. 
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Congratulating the recipients, Khazanah Managing Director Dato' Amirul Feisal Wan Zahir 

said: “Developing Malaysian talent is an important part of Khazanah’s role as a purpose-

driven, long-term investor. Arts play a vital role in shaping our national identity, 

broadening perspectives and connecting Malaysia to the world. Through KAAR, we are 

investing in the people behind Malaysia’s creative future by giving these artists 

exposure, networks and opportunities to deepen their practice. This sits alongside our 

broader efforts to preserve and promote Malaysian art through Galeri Khazanah, 

connecting the development of artists today with the stewardship of Malaysia’s artistic 

legacy for the future.”  

 

While KAAR focuses on developing artists and their practice, Galeri Khazanah provides a 

platform for Malaysian art to be preserved, presented and made accessible to the wider 

audiences, both digitally at https://galeri.khazanah.com.my/ and physically at Seri Negara. 

Together, these initiatives connect talent development with the continued preservation and 

promotion of Malaysian art and serves as a catalyst for learning, collaboration and cultural 

stewardship, creating deeper connections with the stories behind each artwork. 

 

The impact of KAAR can be seen in the continued development and achievements of its 

alumni. Among the many examples are 2024 KAAR recipient Paul Nickson Atia, recipient of 

the Bakat Muda Sezaman 2025 Jury Award, and 2018 KAAR recipient Winnie Cheng, whose 

commissioned artwork, The Dragon's Servant, is currently displayed at Galeri Khazanah in 

Seri Negara following its reopening. Their work is among the many examples of how ideas 

first developed during the residency continue to evolve beyond the programme, reflecting the 

lasting value of investing in Malaysian talent and the contribution KAAR alumni continue to 

make to Malaysia's arts scene. 

 

At the event, 2024 KAAR alumni Paul Nickson Atia and Sarah Radzi presented their artworks, 

Telling Torun Tanah and On Borrowed Time, to Khazanah. The development of the artworks 

was influenced by the knowledge, exposure and experiences they gained during their 

residency at Acme. The artworks will become part of Khazanah’s art collection, creating a 

lasting connection between the artists’ residency experience, their continued development and 

Khazanah’s efforts to preserve Malaysian art. 

 

 

 

https://galeri.khazanah.com.my/
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As Malaysia’s arts community continues to grow and mature, supported by sustained efforts 

and investment across the public, private and philanthropic sectors, KAAR is set to enter a 

new chapter for the next decade. As KAAR transitions to a new format next year, Khazanah 

thanks ACME for its partnership and contribution to KAAR, and the role it has played in building 

the platform to where it is today.  

 

For the year 2027 onwards, Khazanah will continue to build strength in the arts ecosystem 

and is committed to contribute further to its vibrancy, diversity and long-term development as 

part of its Advancing Malaysia strategy. 

 

 

ENDS 

 

 

 

 

For further information, please visit www.khazanah.com.my. For media related matters, kindly 

contact Regina Lee at Tel: +603 2034 0492, or email regina.lee@khazanah.com.my.  

 

About Khazanah Nasional Berhad  

Khazanah Nasional Berhad (“Khazanah”) is the sovereign wealth fund of Malaysia, entrusted 

with the responsibility of creating sustainable and enduring value through purpose-driven 

investments. As a responsible and long-term steward of the nation’s assets, Khazanah invests 

with discipline across strategic and catalytic sectors both in Malaysia and globally, while 

actively shaping its portfolio to strengthen resilience, competitiveness, and future growth. 

Beyond financial returns, Khazanah is committed to building capacity, supporting inclusive 

development, and nurturing vibrant communities, ensuring that the value it creates benefits 

Malaysia and its people, today and for generations to come. For more information on 

Khazanah, visit www.khazanah.com.my.   
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APPENDIX 

Artist Profile 

 

Fauzan Fuad (b. 1987) is a painter and multimedia artist whose practice explores the 

textures, rhythms, and raw aesthetics of urban life.  

Working across painting, photography, installation and video performance, Fauzan 

transforms everyday surfaces, objects, and urban residues into vibrant abstract expressions 

of identity, memory, and human experience. Influenced by punk culture, vandalism, 

skateboarding, and the visual language of the city, his work merges the energy of 

contemporary urban subcultures with the experimental spirit of Abstract Expressionism.  

Since beginning his artistic journey in 2012 as an assistant to renowned Malaysian artist 

Yusof Ismail (Yusof Gajah) at the University of Malaya, Fauzan has continued to develop a 

distinctive visual language driven by fearless gestures, dynamic movement, and the 

boundless possibilities of abstraction. 
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Umar Sharif (b. 1990) is a Kuala Lumpur-based visual artist, archivist, and curator whose 

conceptual practice explores memory, the ambiguity of social roles, and the semiotics of 

everyday objects. 

 

With a background in architectural science, having graduated in 2015 from Limkokwing 

University, Umar works across drawing, assemblage, and installation. His engagement 

with material and narrative as semiotic mediums is inseparable from the deeply personal 

terrain of negotiating identity within the Malaysian context. Rooted in reflections on growing 

up with rigid masculine expectations, his works reframe personal artefacts into gestures of 

care.  

 

Since 2023, Umar has exhibited in independent and artist-run spaces across the Klang 

Valley. Outside of his art practice, he is also deeply immersed within the Malaysian art scene 

through his mixed freelance work which spans archiving, curating, and project management. 

 

 

 


